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On March 12th 2012, six unlikely characters were brought togeth-
er in Miami Florida for what became the greatest day in history 
for a new era of cigars.  For one brief moment in time, in the back 
of a Little Havana cigar factory, history was made.  They dared to 
be themselves.  They dared to be unique.  They dared to be great.  

They are, The Unusual Suspects.

Originally featured in Volume 5 Issue 4 of Cigar Press thirteen years ago, we knew that history was being 
PDGH����(DFK�RQH�RI�WKH�JX\V�LQ�WKH�RULJLQDO�IHDWXUH�ZHUH�WKH�ÀUVW�ZDYH��WKH�WLS�RI�WKH�VSHDU�LQ�ZKDW�KDV�EHFRPH�

a major segment in the cigar industry - one that was thought to be a phase, one that was doubted from the 
VNHSWLFV��RQH�WKDW�UXIÁHG�IHDWKHUV�FDXVLQJ�GLVUXSWLRQ�DQG�SDQLF�LQ�D�WUDGLWLRQDO��FHQWXULHV�ROG�LQGXVWU\���+RZHY-

HU��WLPH�SXVKHG�RQ�DQG�ERXWLTXH�FLJDUV�KDYH�EHFRPH�D�ÁRXULVKLQJ�PDLQVWD\�LQ�WKH�SUHPLXP�FLJDU�VSDFH���

Forever known as the Unusual Suspects, they graced the cover of Cigar Press Magazine for what has become 
one of the most well-known covers in cigar magazine history.  They represented a movement the industry had 

never seen.  Today, each one of them continues to represent the ideals of what boutique brands are, regard-
less of the size they have become.  Each one has forged their place in history making brands that are unique 

and expressive of their original vision.  

Collector’s Edition

www.cigarpress.com

THE UNUSUAL SUSPECTS

Jonathan Drew
Jon Huber 
Pete Johnson
Dion Giolito 
George Rico
Matt Booth

QuickTime™ and a
 decompressor

are needed to see this picture.
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CP - You all represent what the boutique cigar side of the in-
dustry should represent.  Do you feel that the new “boutique” 
companies still represent that today?

DG���,�WKLQN�DOO�RI�XV�UHDOO\�ZHUHQ·W�VHHQ�DV�WUDGLWLRQDO�HYHQ�WKRXJK��
ZH�KRQRU� WKH�´WUDGLWLRQµ�RI�&LJDU�&XOWXUH� WKDW�ZDV�SDVVHG�GRZQ�
WR�XV�IURP�RXU�PHQWRUV�OLNH�+HQNH��&DUOLWR��(UQHVWR�&DULOOR��1LFN�
3HUGRPR��3HSLQ��1HVWRU����7KH�OLVW�JRHV�RQ�DQG�RQ��7KHVH�PDVWHUV�
UDQ�WKURXJK�ÀUH�WR�FUHDWH�WKHLU�YLVLRQ�WR�KXPEO\�SUHVHQW�WKHLU�FUH-
DWLRQV�WR� WKH�FXOWXUH�IRU�HQMR\PHQW«��DQG� MXGJHPHQW��*X\V� OLNH�
-RQDWKDQ�'UHZ�EURNH�WKH�PROG�DQG�EURXJKW�LQ�KLV�EUDQG�RI�FXOWXUH�
DQG� LQIXVHG� LW� LQWR� FLJDU�PDNLQJ� FUHDWLQJ� D�PDUNHW�ZKHUH� WKHUH�
ZDV�YLUWXDOO\�QRQH�EDFN�WKHQ��7KDW�JX\�ULJKW�WKHUH�KDG�EUDVV�EDOOV��
+LV�SURGXFWV�ZHUH�XQLTXH�DQG�H[SHULHQFHG�D�WUHPHQGRXV�DPRXQW�
RI�UHVLVWDQFH�LQ�WKH�¶ROG�JXDUG·�FLJDU�FXOWXUH�EXW��KH�NHSW�JRLQJ��+H�

NHSW�JULQGLQJ�DQG�LQQRYDWLQJ�XQWLO�HYHU\RQH�XQGHUVWRRG�KLV�
PHVVDJH� DQG� HYHQWXDOO\�ZDV�ZHOFRPHG�ZLWK� RSHQ�

DUPV�DQG�ZDV�FHOHEUDWHG��LQ�PDQ\�FDVHV��DV�WKH�
QHZ�HUD�RI�FLJDU�FXOWXUH��'UHZ�(VWDWH·V�8)����
LV�VWLOO�WR�WKLV�GD\��RQH�RI�P\�DOO�WLPH�IDYRULWH�
FLJDUV��$V�IDU�DV�WKH�QHZ�¶ERXWLTXHVµ�JR��,�
WKLQN�WKDW�WKHUH�DUH�VRPH�9(5<�FRRO�DQG�
LQWHUHVWLQJ� WKLQJV� JRLQJ� RQ�� 2I� FRXUVH��
WKHUH�DUH�DOZD\V�JRLQJ�WR�EH�VRPH�VWDUW�
XS�FRPSDQLHV�RXW�WKHUH�WKDW�GRQ·W�JLYH�
D�VKLW�DQG�MXVW�ZDQW�WR�SLFN�\RXU�SRFN-
HWV��,W·V�XQDYRLGDEOH�EXW��,W·V�OLNH�WKDW�LQ�
DOO�LQGXVWULHV��-XVW�ORRN�DW�WKH�%RXUERQ�
:KLVNH\� LQGXVWU\� DV� DQ� H[DPSOH� DQG�
HYHQ�WKH�FUDIW�EUHZLQJ�PDUNHW��

CP - One of the more common traits 
about the “boutique” cigar side of things, 

LV�WKDW�D�ORW�RI�WKH�FRPSDQLHV�GRQ·W�RZQ�WKHLU�
own factory.   What are some of the advantages 

and disadvantages of that?

DG���,� ORRN�WR�LW� OLNH�EHLQJ�D�¶JXHVW�FKHI·�ZDONLQJ�LQWR�RQH�RI�WKH�
PRVW� UHVSHFWHG�UHVWDXUDQWV� LQ� WKH�1DSD�9DOOH\��DQG�HYHQ� LQ� WKH�
ZRUOG��%HLQJ�DEOH�WR�JR�LQWR�WKH�NLWFKHQ�DQG�XWLOL]H�WKH�KLJK�OHYHO�
LQJUHGLHQWV� DORQJ� ZLWK� VRXUFLQJ� RWKHU� ORFDO� LQJUHGLHQWV� WR� FRP-
SRVH�D�PHQX�WKDW�LV�XQLTXH�WR�P\�VW\OH�DQG�VRXO��,W·V�VSHFLDO��,�FDQ�
MXVW�FRQFHQWUDWH�RQ�FUHDWLYLW\��,�GRQ·W�KDYH�WR�ZRUU\�DERXW�SD\UROO��
HPSOR\PHQW��RYHUKHDG�H[SHQVH��,�MXVW�JHW�WR�GHGLFDWH������HIIRUW�
LQWR�FUHDWLQJ�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW·V�UHSUHVHQWDWLYH�RI�PH�ZLWKRXW�DOO�RI�
WKH�ZKLWH�QRLVH��,·P�WUXO\�JUDWHIXO�WR�EH�LQ�WKLV�SRVLWLRQ�

CP - Did you ever think you would make it this far? 

DG���,W·V�DOPRVW�EHHQ����\HDUV��&UD]\��$W�WLPHV�LW�FDQ�EH�PLQGOHVV�
DQG�HDV\��2WKHU� WLPHV� LW·V� OLNH�KHUGLQJ�FDWV�ZLWK�D�JDUGHQ�KRVH��
,W·V�D�JULQG�WKDW�,�HQMR\�WKURXJK�JRRG�WLPHV�DQG�EDG��JUHDW�PDUNHWV�
DQG�VWUXJJOLQJ�HFRQRPLHV��,�OLNH�VROYLQJ�SUREOHPV��,Q�VRPH�FDVHV��
,�IHHO�WKDW�ÀQGLQJ�VROXWLRQV�WR�SUREOHPV�WKDW�DULVH�LQ�WKH�WREDFFR�
SURFHVV�LV�DOPRVW�D�JUHDWHU�IHHOLQJ�RI�DFFRPSOLVKPHQW�WKDQ�DOO�WKH�
VDOHV�DQG�EDFN�SDWWLQJ�WKDW�FRPHV�ZLWK�ELUWKLQJ�D�QHZ�SURMHFW�

&3���$Q\�ÀQDO�WKRXJKWV��FLJDUV�RU�RWKHUZLVH"�

DG���<HDK��(SVWHLQ�GLGQ·W�NLOO�KLPVHOI��

&LJDU�3UHVV���:KDW� LQÁXHQFH�GLG�WKH�RULJLQDO�8QXVXDO�6XVSHFWV�
have for you?

Dion Giolito���-RQDWKDQ�'UHZ�SODQWHG�D�QHZ�ÁDJ�LQ�WKH�PDUNHW��3HWH�
-RKQVRQ� ´RXW�&XEDQ·G� WKH� &XEDQV� LQ� ERWK� GHVLJQ� DQG� ÁDYRU�� 0DWW�
%RRWK�EURXJKW�/$�VW\OH�DQG�DWWLWXGH�DORQJ�ZLWK�D�ZLFNHG�VHQVH�RI�KX-
PRU�WR�WKH�FXOWXUH��*HRUJH�5LFR�EURXJKW�D�VHFRQG�JHQHUDWLRQ�DWWLWXGH�
ZLWK� WREDFFRV� WKDW�ZHUHQ·W� DOO� WKDW� SUHYDOHQW� LQ� WKH�PDUNHWSODFH�DQG�
PDGH�WKHP�UHOHYDQW��-RKQ�+XEHU�FDPH�IURP�D�&RPSDQ\�WKDW�OHW�KLP�
EH�KLPVHOI�WKURXJK�WDOHQW��GHVLJQ�DQG�SDFNDJLQJ�WKDW�DOVR�FKDQJHG�WKH�
ODQGVFDSH��+H�DOVR�KDSSHQV�WR�EH�D�YHU\�JRRG�EOHQGHU��$QG�P\VHOI��,�
LPPHUVHG�P\VHOI�LQ�WREDFFR�DQG�VKURXGHG�WKHP�LQ�FRQVSLUDFLHV��ZKLFK�
E\�WKH�ZD\��KDYH�DOO�FRPH�WUXH��

CP - How important do you think it is for a brand owner to be in the 
factory, hands on with the blends and process?  

DG���,W·V�H[WUHPHO\�LPSRUWDQW�WR�QRW�RQO\�EH�D�SDUW�
RI� WKH�SURFHVV�EXW� WR� ´OHDG� WKH�FKDUJH�µ�VR� WR�
VSHDN�� ,� FDQ� ORRN�DQ\RQH� LQ� WKH�H\H�DW�DQ\�
JLYHQ�EOHQG�DQG�WHOO�WKHP�ZKLFK�WREDFFRV��
IDUPV�� ORWV�� SULPLQJV� DQG� SHUFHQWDJHV�
WKDW� JR� LQWR� HDFK� RI� P\� EOHQGV�� ,W·V� IRU�
WKLV� UHDVRQ� WKDW� ,·P� LQ�1LFD�XVXDOO\�HY-
HU\�����ZHHNV��,W�DOO�VWDUWV�ZLWK�WKH�UDZ�
PDWHULDOV�� ,� OHDUQHG�IURP�WKH�EHVW�HDUO\�
RQ�DQG�ZDV�QRW�DIUDLG�WR�DVN�TXHVWLRQV��
,�JR�WKURXJK�WKH�HQWLUH�SURFHVV�IURP�3L-
ORQ�WR�3XUR��\HV��WKDW·V�P\�SKUDVH�PI·HUV�
²�GRQ·W�VWHDO� LW���DQG� LW� LV�FULWLFDO� LQ�RUGHU�
WR�PDLQWDLQ�FRQVLVWHQF\� LQ� WKH�XQLTXH�ÁD-
YRU� SURÀOH� RI� LOOXVLRQH� FLJDUV� WKDW� KDV� HV-
WDEOLVKHG� RXU� EUDQG� DQG� VHSDUDWHV� XV� IURP�
RWKHUV��)RU�PH�� LW�DOO�VWDUWV�ZLWK�WKH�9LVR�DQG�,�
ZRUN�P\�ZD\�RXW�IURP�WKHUH�WR�WKH�RWKHU�SULPLQJV�
²�6HFR��/LJHUR��HWF�� ,W·V�D�SURFHVV� WKDW·V�GLFWDWHG�E\�
PRWKHU�QDWXUH�DQG�VKH�FDQ�EH�YHU\� WHPSHUDPHQWDO� IURP�
FURS�\HDU� WR� FURS�\HDU�� IDUP� WR� IDUP��/RW� WR� ORW�DQG�HYHQ�SULPLQJ� WR�
SULPLQJ��,W·V�LPSRUWDQW�WR�VHOHFW�DQG�VPRNH�WKURXJK�DOO�RI�WKH�WREDFFRV�
WR�PDNH�VXUH�WKDW�WKH\�FKHFN�DOO�RI�WKH�ER[HV�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�ZKDW�
,·P�ORRNLQJ�IRU�LQ�WKH�EOHQGLQJ�DQG�PDQXIDFWXULQJ�SURFHVV�²�KRZ�\RXU�
SDODWH�UHDFWV��WKH�VHQVDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�ROIDFWRU\�VHQVHV��WKH�FRQVFLRXV��WKH�
VXEFRQVFLRXV�DQG�EH\RQG��2QH�OHDI�FDQ�PDNH�RU�EUHDN�WKH�EOHQG��,·P�
IRUWXQDWH�WKDW�(GXDUGR�)HUQDQGH]�DOORZV�PH�WR�GR�WKLV�WR�HQVXUH�WKDW�
DOO� LOOXVLRQH�FLJDUV�ZLWKLQ�RXU�ERRN�RI�EUDQGV�SHUIRUP�SURSHUO\�DQG�WR�
VSHFLÀF�ÁDYRU�VSHFLÀFDWLRQV��$OO�RI�KLV�IDUPV��DQG�KH�KDV�D�ORW�RI�WKHP��
KDYH�D� VSHFLÀF� ÁDYRU� VW\OH� UHODWLYH� WR� WKH� VHHG�W\SH� WKDW·V� JURZQ� LQ�
WKHP�DQG�,�FDQ�WHOO�\RX�WKH�H[DFW�ÁDYRU�SURÀOHV�DQG�DURPDV�WKDW�HDFK�
RI�WKRVH�IDUPV�H[KLELW��,�KDYH�QR�VSHFLDO�JLIWV�ZKHQ�LW�FRPHV�WR�WKLV��LW�
MXVW�FRPHV�IURP�\HDUV�RI�H[SHULHQFH���

&3���,Q�WKH�RULJLQDO�LQWHUYLHZ�ZH�DVNHG�ZKHUH�\RX·G�OLNH�WR�VHH�,OOX-
sione in the future. You said buried deep in the catacombs of the 
Vatican.  How many Illusione cigars do you think the pope is stash-
ing away today and what do you think his go-to cigar would be? 

DG���,�GRQ·W�WKLQN�WKDW�RXU�+RO\�)DWKHU�VPRNHV�FLJDUV�EXW��LI�KH�ZHUH�
WR�HQMR\�P\�FLJDUV��KH�ZRXOG�SUREDEO\�VWDVK�DZD\�7KH�*URXS�RI�)LYH��
2I�FRXUVH��KH�ZRXOG�KDYH�D�KHDOWK\�QXPEHU�RI�2ULJLQDO�'RFXPHQWV�DV�
ZHOO��IRU�REYLRXV�UHDVRQV��

Dion Giolito - Illusione Cigars


